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By Nancy McNabb 

In the early 1920s, a young couple met somewhere in Brooklyn and fell in love. Perhaps in their Borough 

Park neighborhood, in church or at a political event. They married August 11, 1920 at the Church of St, 

Catherine of Alexandria in Brooklyn. They soon left on their month long honeymoon, described as an ex-

tensive motor trip which will take them to the Berkshires, White Mountains and the Adirondacks. They trav-

eled in a wonderful car. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps they read the advertisement for the Maplewood while planning their trip as well as receiving a rec-
ommendation from a friend.  They spent at least one night at the Maplewood which I learned from the letter 
the bride wrote to her Mother from there. 
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What a treasure to find a letter, written from Pittsfield in 1920 so well preserved. It takes us back to a      
simpler time. Imagine a modern bride communicating with her Mother while on her honeymoon! Today, it 
would be a text message or a call from a cell phone which would be lost or deleted. Even the groom added 
a message.    

  

 

 

 

  



 So, how did I come to possess this wonderful letter? From my third cousin, Patti, the granddaughter of 
the letter writer. She found it among her great grandmother’s precious papers. So, how does one even 
know their third cousin? Through relationships between first cousins and second cousins. 

First, let’s look at how the family came to America. Johann Martin Giegengack and his family landed at 
Castle Garden in New York on September 14, 1872 aboard the Deutschland sailing from Bremen,     
Germany. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They were from Kleinschmalkalden, which is located in the former East Germany. They belonged to the 
Luthern church there. Karl Augustus age 16 on the ships’ log remained in New York. He married Mary 
Fitzgerald, and converted to Catholicism. They had 9 children. Gus, their second child was born in 1890. 

David, named Ed on the ships’ log married Katharina Kalbert in NY in 1874. They left the city before 
1876 to try their hand at farming, moving to Schodack, NY where they had 8 children. David, their 
5

th
 child was born in 1884. They belonged to a Dutch Reformed churchObviously, the brothers stayed in 

touch so at some point, Gus and David, first cousins connected. 

Now, back to the newlyweds and a bit more about the groom. His name was Augustus or Gus Gieg-
engack. You can Google him to learn more about his very successful career in printing. In 1934, He was 
named United States Public Printer by President Franklin Roosevelt. He was in charge of the Bureau of 
Printing and Engraving. How fitting to have a letter from the person who managed the printing of US 
stamps and money. Although he and my Grandfather grew up in very different circumstances, (See WWI 
Draft cards), Gus in the city, Dave on a farm in Schodack, they were close cousins often visiting each   
other through the years. 
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During World War I, Gus served in Paris, France on the staff of the Stars and Stripes newspaper.  David 

worked at General Electric in Schenectady. He was considered an essential worker in the Motor Depart-

ment so was not drafted in the Army. They were too old to serve in World War II as you can see from their 

draft cards.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Both had only daughters. Margaret Mary, named after her mother but called Gig and Ruth, my mother. 

Gig grew up in Washington, DC attending private school. My mother grew up in Schenectady, attending 

public school. They referred to each other as favorite second cousins. 

Patti and I became pen pals via Christmas cards. Neither of us have children, so we have that in com-

mon. We have not seen each other too often over the years, but we feel a closeness to each other. 

We can learn so much from all of this. If you try, you can always find common ground with another per-

son, be it a friend or relative. Different socio-economic circumstances, different political parties, different 

churches and different educational backgrounds. None of that mattered. How refreshing in this day and 

age when only differences seem to matter. Of course, when you share the name of Giegengack, that 

alone will draw you closer to others with the same name. 

Through genealogy, both in the US and Europe, it has been established that everyone named Gieg-

engack or Gigengack in the entire world is related.. This was proven after the wall came down and re-

search was conducted in the former East Germany. For more information about the family go to: https://

history.gigengack.nl/ 

Also see pictures of Gus and Margaret, perhaps at the political event and Dave and Trancy’s 

50th wedding anniversary picture. 

  

 

 

 

 


