The Importance of Third Cousins and Pen Pals

By Nancy McNabb

In the early 1920s, a young couple met somewhere in Brooklyn and fell in love. Perhaps in their Borough
Park neighborhood, in church or at a political event. They married August 11, 1920 at the Church of St,
Catherine of Alexandria in Brooklyn. They soon left on their month long honeymoon, described as an ex-

tensive motor trip which will take them to the Berkshires, White Mountains and the Adirondacks. They trav-
eled in a wonderful car.

Giegengack—Morrison. ]

Miss Margaret Morrison, daughter
of Mrsg. James .J. Morrison, of 4712
Fort Hamilton Parkway. wag marricd
on August = 11th to Augustus
Giegengack, son of Mrs. Augustus E.
Giegongacik, of 1146 Fifcy-fourth
stnaet.

Thre ecoremony was performed at
8.15 at a nuptial mass in the Church
of St. Catherine of Alexandria, Fort
Hamilton Parkway and Torty-first
street, hv ihe rector the Rev. John
J. O’Neill. Miss Jane Geigengack, a
sister of the groom, was bridesmaid
and Hugh Geigengack, a brother of the
groom, aclted as hest man.

After the | ceremony a wedding
hroeakfast, at ended by the members
of the immediate families, was served
at the bride’s home. The youug
couple then Ileft om an extensive
motor trip which will take them to
[ihe Berkshires, White Mouniaing and
he Adivondacks. They wiil be at
home +to their friends affter Sco-
jember 15 at 4712 Fort Idamilion
Pa~kway.

The bride iz a feacher in Public
School 180 .and is a member of the
Woren's Regular Democratic Organi-
zation of the Ninth Assembly District
and of St. Catherine’s Civie League.
Mi. Giegengack is a member Qf John

Hughes Council, Knights of Colum—‘
hus, the Holy Name Society of St.
Franceg de Thantal Church, and Ber-1
ough Park Past, American- Legion.‘

I

He is a graduate of St. Francig Col-
lege on Butler street. Yor eighteen
months Mr. Giegengack served in the
A. . ¥F. in France, During most ot
that period, he was in charge of the‘
mechanical department of Starg and|
Stripes, the oificial newspaper pub-1
lished by the boys in the American
Army. l

Perhaps they read the advertisement for the Maplewood while planning their trip as well as receiving a rec-

ommendation from a friend. They spent at least one night at the Maplewood which | learned from the letter
the bride wrote to her Mother from there.

ITTSFIELD is celebrated as one of the most
wholesom e and beautiful towns of New England.
It has all the i and d

tions that modern life requires; good walks, good
roads, water, light and sewer systems of the best.

There are ch hes of all d inations, a grand
library, the Crane Museum, theatres, first-class book

stores, and it is the shopping centre for a wide
section.

There are no homes in the country more charming
than the homes of Berkshire, of which famed region
Pittsfield is the very heart.

Jt is the centre of a superb circumference of drive
and view, of automobile touring or other journeying.
Pittsfield is about midway between Williamstown on
the north, and Sheffield on the south, while Lenox,
Lee, Stockbridge, Great Barrington, Dalton, Lanes-
borough and New Lebanon are towns of note, and
easily reached in pleasant morning or afternoon

“drives from Maplewood. Being the official, social
and geographical centre of Berkshire—the most
famous county in the United States, and known from
Maine to California—Pittsfield and the Maplewood
offer to guests the advantages of superior accommo-
dlallons. and the best of all possible Berkshire attrac-
tions.

Altitude of Pittsfield 1050 to 1400 feet.

The Maplewood is situated three-quarters of a mile
from the railway station. It has the most attractive
grounds of any resort in New England. It has a
southern exposure of 550 feet.

In Recreation Hall, which is a building admirably
adapted for such uses, attached to the oftice build-
ing by a short corridor.

Vv 4 ) v Wi Open from May 27 to November 1.
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What a treasure to find a letter, written from Pittsfield in 1920 so well preserved. It takes us back to a
simpler time. Imagine a modern bride communicating with her Mother while on her honeymoon! Today, it

would be a text message or a call from a cell phone which would be lost or deleted. Even the groom added
a message.
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s : MISS GIEGENGACK weEps ! Girl Weds
/-DJ‘ le ‘22 ,.17,‘ L tes Miss Ruth Elizabeth Giegengack, || Mr. Avlin
% S dGa'ughter of h:ri.;nd Mrs. David !El | Y g
e Y sgengack o iman street, and | _The marriage of Miss Mar-
%4”” e s e Willtam Tindall George, son of Mr. || o o ir. and e Ainete
s oA f° and Mra. Thomas I, George ar, of || E. Giegengack of Washington,

- g . A o Wl Lake Placld, wera married Satur-|, st e e i LT D e
e M Lo day afternoon in St. George's Epls- . Som of Mx_ wna Mire. Reinet Go
5 copal Church, Rev. 8. T. Ruck of Dlacs Yesterduy morntug At the -

Laks Piacid performed the cere-

Shrine of the Most Blessed Sac-

Q/Q S e TP A mony, assisied hy Rev, George F, Tamton,” The. Kev. . Carl Lyon
NS % - Bambach, The bride was given in performed the ceremony. A re-

ro Ayling of Brooklyn, took

| ception was held at the Shore-
P S &%,;—, lhll'ﬂm by her father. : ham, Washington.

Th brid as ired i

i : /O Mra, Fred Roberta Ingalls of 8co- ; =VOr;"sa’§é %XQZ;? fﬁgﬁim 'c:;fiﬁ
Na s, ' Cora . I tin wam matron of honor. The| ganay. Her fingertip vei ifeil
¢ Lol v, > * bridesmalds were Mias Hazel Faw-| embroldery.. Bhe  carmied’ . a
< throp of Joneaville nnd Miss Dot- | Totes madl 1es ot e Talia
Copeniiis, 4 " @‘,l{;_ﬁ, othy Hermischfeger of this city. Miss Helen I Scote “attended
ald of honor. Brides-
: Pl"rhl':lm“ H. h(:mm jr. r;f Ln}:([n maids were the msé’:s Rita 5.
¥ ac WaA 3L man  for 8| InARe, et . Jutige,
NG e brother. Tha ushers were Honry J. Selbnmer. Miss Mary B, Glagers
) i g gack served as junior brides-

Ve Foster and Bugene E. Ryvon of this faaid for her coiin.
P S city, Fred R. Ingalls of Scotia and | All the attendants wore aqua

e e . -

faille. Miss Scc

— John Mudry of Albany. o tatiseig

i Following a reception at the Gen-
pral Electric Woman's Club faor the
familles, Mr. and Mrs. George left
for a wedding trip to New England

and Canada. After June 25 they

esmaid had a
an roses in her
«d the same kind

J. Ayling was best

A |man for his brother. Ushering
will be at home al 503 Union street, o the ride; Robeet A Ba
The bride Is & graduate of Nott jyards, John ' J. Tedder and
Terrace High School snd Albany s, Aiye father Is ihe
" e T former Public Printer of the

Buslneu Collegr. M" bcorg“ ’s a United States. The bride is a
graduate of Union College and s & graduate of Georgetown Visita:
ion nvent, as on, anc

member of Beta Thetn Pi Fra- lTh‘E College of New Hocheile:
» he b P OO0 was G -

ternity, He [s emploved by A ated trots Forabant v arey,
Wayne Merriam, Inc, in this &ity. After a motor trip to Sea lss
- - 2 land. Ga., the couple will live

in Bellerose
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So, how did | come to possess this wonderful letter? From my third cousin, Patti, the granddaughter of
the letter writer. She found it among her great grandmother’s precious papers. So, how does one even
know their third cousin? Through relationships between first cousins and second cousins.

First, let’s look at how the family came to America. Johann Martin Giegengack and his family landed at
Castle Garden in New York on September 14, 1872 aboard the Deutschland sailing from Bremen,
Germany.
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They were from Kleinschmalkalden, which is located in the former East Germany. They belonged to the
Luthern church there. Karl Augustus age 16 on the ships’ log remained in New York. He married Mary
Fitzgerald, and converted to Catholicism. They had 9 children. Gus, their second child was born in 1890.

David, named Ed on the ships’ log married Katharina Kalbert in NY in 1874. They left the city before
1876 to try their hand at farming, moving to Schodack, NY where they had 8 children. David, their

5™ child was born in 1884. They belonged to a Dutch Reformed churchObviously, the brothers stayed in
touch so at some point, Gus and David, first cousins connected.

Now, back to the newlyweds and a bit more about the groom. His name was Augustus or Gus Gieg-
engack. You can Google him to learn more about his very successful career in printing. In 1934, He was
named United States Public Printer by President Franklin Roosevelt. He was in charge of the Bureau of
Printing and Engraving. How fitting to have a letter from the person who managed the printing of US
stamps and money. Although he and my Grandfather grew up in very different circumstances, (See WWI
Draft cards), Gus in the city, Dave on a farm in Schodack, they were close cousins often visiting each
other through the years.
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During World War I, Gus served in Paris, France on the staff of the Stars and Stripes newspaper. David
worked at General Electric in Schenectady. He was considered an essential worker in the Motor Depart-
ment so was not drafted in the Army. They were too old to serve in World War Il as you can see from their
draft cards.

( REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and on o hefore February 16, 1857) REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or after April 28, 1877 and an or before February 16, 187)
SERTAL NUMBER | L Nayx (Print) ORDER NUMBER SERIAL NUMBER | L NAxz (Prinh) ORDER
< 7S /{/(A

2 /’3|/'—',7u<1u\ S deuvd @te?ﬁﬂfju L

D, §. S. Form 1
(Revised 4-1-42)

Both had only daughters. Margaret Mary, named after her mother but called Gig and Ruth, my mother.
Gig grew up in Washington, DC attending private school. My mother grew up in Schenectady, attending
public school. They referred to each other as favorite second cousins.

Patti and | became pen pals via Christmas cards. Neither of us have children, so we have that in com-
mon. We have not seen each other too often over the years, but we feel a closeness to each other.

We can learn so much from all of this. If you try, you can always find common ground with another per-
son, be it a friend or relative. Different socio-economic circumstances, different political parties, different
churches and different educational backgrounds. None of that mattered. How refreshing in this day and
age when only differences seem to matter. Of course, when you share the name of Giegengack, that
alone will draw you closer to others with the same name.

Through genealogy, both in the US and Europe, it has been established that everyone named Gieg-
engack or Gigengack in the entire world is related.. This was proven after the wall came down and re-
search was conducted in the former East Germany. For more information about the family go to: https://
history.gigengack.nl/

Also see pictures of Gus and Margaret, perhaps at the political event and Dave and Trancy’s
50th wedding anniversary picture.




